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They will not be able to rely to any great extent
on the support of public opinion, whether local
or British. Englishmen are, generally speaking,
very prone to form their opinions on English
precedents and English practices. In their own
country they have recently experienced an ex-
pansion of State expenditure and an increase of
public burdens which, but a few years ago, would
have been scouted as impossible, with the result
that public opinion on the subject of economy
has become demoralised, and that the national
conscience in dealing with the economical ad-
ministration of its dependencies has probably
become in some degree blunted. Then, again,
many leading English politicians and influential
newspapers are never tired of insisting on the
political desirability of pushing on Egyptian
education rapidly as a preliminary measure
necessary to the speedy development of local
autonomy. Personally, I do not believe that
such education as can be imparted in the schools
and colleges1 will ever render the Egyptians
capable of complete self-government without
some transformation of the national character,
^hich must necessarily be a slow process. But
that is not the point on which to insist at present.

1 The much-vaunted German " Kultur," which, so far as it goes,
is certainly of a high order, does not appear to have produced
much effect, or at, all events much good effect, on the Gennaa
national